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AN ADVERTISEMENT 
to the Reader, and eſpe- 


cially to the peruerted 


(atholiches. 


H: efate of the Roux 
Church well conſudered, (ball makg 
vs doubt, whether to wonder more 
at, the boldneſje of therr leaders, (0 
ſecurelie impoſing to the miſerable 
people or At. the blindncſſe of the 
people, ſujjermg themſe/nes ſo greſſe- 
lie to bee ab ſcd. It is enden, that 
their Doc lars, exer ciſed in the con- 
trowerſie, dec [ee their erronr : but 
becing prenented by the errauy of their tine and place, drawing their 
fit apmyons tothe ſtrength of a prejudice and God in his juilice pu- 
wiſlung both thetr natm all and dur ie er rour by a pudictall hard. 
neſſetheyſtand out for their defence aramF mam and their one con- 
ſitenct and agami#t God in both: that it is erfilve perceaned of the ju- 
dic 141 Reader they are holding the Wolt: by the cares. len 
1b y crcviged with a preſſing reaſon, then rid eule exceptions, and 
ſhifts more than child'ſh, diuime teftimonte abnſ1d, and humane te- 
ftirmony multiplied till loathng 45 the mutlering of the baygage of an 
Arne to work terronr to the cnene: and moe of all, their tre- 
& 2 folate 


4 An ADvrentTriSeyuivy 
ſolute delinermy of them minde, dacth prooue that, they ſuue ns more 
buſineſſe With the reaſon bj (ied, than wuh conſcience within whech 
ceaſſeth not, all the time they are Wrangl.ng Wah the reaſon, to gre 
they wunde, hem mont hund band the lye : When the conſcience and 
minde death condrſcend vpon ay pants, the conceptions are cleare, 
C the deliuerie rv: ſolute; but when they are in iſc ed. the conſcience 
complaming of ber forcing. puttet h the thowghn to ſuch diſorder that 
the minde can neither expreſſe it ſelſ to it ſelſ ner to et her. But left 
this od aus iuterpellation of conſcience ſhoulde maxre thew ple» ſures, 
wherem they delnte to ſotte theſe lues m Babell, they haue prepared 
this morſell to ſloppe ber month, that the ſinne againſt the holie 
Ghoſt is remiſſible: (Ber A. de verb. lib. 1. cap.i & de 
penitent. lib. 2. cap. 16.) hereby they ſo harden their be arter 
againſt the barrour of that ſin, that paſſing the degrees ag amſi know- 
ledge &conſcience.they ſmoathe the way tomalice the big he dev 

ee: neither doth their patron diſſemble the canſe of this mutig ation, 
when be [ae1h, Nam ſi dicamus peccatum in Spirith ſanctum 
nunquam temitti ſ queretur eos qui ſciunt ſe vetitatem co» 
om impugnare merito Ceſperare debere, quod eſt ab- 

rdum:that is. If wee ſay that che fin 2gainſt the holy Ghoſt 
is neuet pardoned,it will tollow,that theſe who know they 
impugne the knowne tru*th,ſhould juſtly deſpaire,which is 
abſurd. (BLT an, de pcnit. lib. 2. cap. 16.) Mach lil: 
Origen,and the mercafull Doctors bu followers who did m,, 
that the reprobate Angels and men ſhould in end be ſaned: or rather 
bike Epicurus, of whom Lactãctius doth witneſſe, that he d med the 
immortal of the ſoule, quia ſpopondit impunitatem vitiis 
ſuis:that u, becauſe hee aſſured himſelſe of the impunitie of 
his vices, (Lac AN. bb 3. cap. 17.) Thu they deceine them» 
ſelaei, w luleſt ili y decerne others and rep tung im t heir corrupt minds 
che juli frat of their errour, detameth the tructh of Gd in unrigb- 
tc ou ſneſſe. 

The eſtate of the'r people is moſt lamentalli auer whom they rather 
prome Vicares to Sathan, than to God: the policie of that decemer is 0 
lurke both in the conſe of lis decerang and after « which they qe 
ſronmanily, when they cloſe vp all meants of knoVWledge, and neither 
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foffer theſe prove wandering ſheepe to diſtinguiſh the wayer, that they 
may Chooſe the beft nur to diſcerne thery eri When they haut Wan- 
dered, that they may rerurne. The light of the Sunne u f inen for the 
commodure of Walking, and the ght of the eye to make vſe of u the 
Sunne of right eouſneſſe( leſws Chr:ſt ſhinei h̊ m the Goſpell that men 
may ſce Hu lig lu, ej ce. and malle in it; if tt bee ex lipſed by ſecyerse 
wit how and norance Within there © 1 prpoibil tie of walkyng (No 
wonder wndee they mann a prſſubulure of fulfillmg the laW:for all 
the l Which they ſuffer the people to vnde. ſtad, may be eaſily done) 
Shall the Lord lone v1 wich A ſaomy lone, and gine ſo large aſignifi= 
cation thereof to ws m His letters and ſl al theſe be cloſed vp from v1? 
Can Sathan haue better ſermce of any man, than to make people they 
ſhall not know what God ſareth to them in His word,or what they ſay 
1% Hum in prayer? T heſe tw. makes vp the king dome of darkneſſe di- 
cetming teac ler i and a deceined people, T hat great & laſt Apeſtacie 
could neuer haue bene w. ng bt pf pr ofane liberty im falſe teachers bad 
not found ci c dulitie m ſumple people, whereby all ther muentions haue 
bene ſo greedily embraced in the former ages, that that myſterie did 
labour under it; own greatnes: ſo that neut her it could ſuf) ume it ſelfe, 
wor admit any ſawing cure, No point} ſo abſurde which credulons 
ople doe not conceme as 4 trueth, if once this poſition ſettle in their 
bearts that the Church cannot etre: and if (0 be that the particu- 
lar bee called in queſtion there is no meants to bring them iber er- 
your to a better minde: that one ground is for all, both a reaſon to he- 
lecne, and to (et againſt all rraſen that can bee oppoſed; In taking is 
therr opinions, they cloſe their eyes, and ſcrkg no reaſon. in examining 
them thry op their c. will beare no _— ſo all their religion 
tur nc th on the imfallibility of the C lurches ju gement. as in 4 circular 
demonſiration. What chriſtian het can without borrour thinke of 
that deftrine which makerh the body of leſus Chriſt in the holie 
Sacrament eatable of dogges and ſwine, That the Iewes had fin- 
ned mortallie, if they had not cruciſied LESVS CHRIST, 
That the LORD is more cruell than ante Tyrant,if He command 
ame thing impoſyible , That the written worde is but an inkie 
Goſpell, committed to Paper and Parchment? What more rid 
claus. than holy water can take away ventall finnes, The ringing 
of Belles, and ſprinkling of water, doeth banithe euill ſpinites? 
1 If aue 
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7f any ſach effeftes as they intende doe followe, I chinks it bee fo 
that Sathan frareth to bee burm with the coldneſJe of the water, and 
to be made dra with the ſound of the belles. 

It is wot trueth in their dottrine that heldeth them vp, but the con- 

tempt of the trueth among t vi he temportTing & commence of prin 
ces and the im udencie of their {aſi broad the Jeſuits, o hawe -K 
vpn them the ſway of decaying Babell, Goa avone all giuen ouer ts 
- efficacre of erronr theſe Who lone nat the true! bh: Al meanes bores 
tefore v cd by them bath ruled. be they cartued the World for ſen e 
49 in grofſe dar knes the Lora made PRINTING 454 preamble 
of Reformation ab uu ndl anti y to bring fourth to light the monuments of 
truei h & antiquity, Which they had cloſed vp oberunts adjoyning the 
knowledge of languages he marred the hui dimę of ther Babe lle 
the learned, as men Wakened from a dreame did wonder at thi fe, follaes 
did poſſeſſe them before: and the people by prcac lung and trarſlation of 
Scripture ard Liturgies in vulgar languages, founde 4 way to ſee the 
trueth. But their (aſt courſc is moſt deſperate, from peu and uinke they 
ave come to the ſword and poyſon,from ſecret to open deccit and with 
thu deceit joyurng treaſon in derd and equinecation in words, maketh 
ama a1 well indifferent prince t, as theſe that openly re ſt them.Theſe 
ſeeme to be the lan deniſe; of Antichriſt, Whoſe inneterate malice a- 
gainſt the truct h ſharpened with the 7 teft of ſo many drſappointments, 
and with the deſperation of ſucceſſe, but moſte With the praſage of an 
imminent rene, ſettethit ſelfe in all ts force fo; ſome great works un 
the end leſt he ſecme to die wit haut rewege It is now an lui dy eth yeeres 
tin ming, ſinct LV TE RNA vp by the Lord, gave out his I he- 
ſcs agarnſt mdnu/gences , Whereby the haft of theſe Waters( bleſſed 
bee God ) ave dr awne from that M e, an which ſhee dud fit & queene, 
T hi preſent age ſhall gene ber an harder challenge for her erncltiem 
ebuſu:: prances,m wheſe lu arte God will put to doe Hut will. Let al 
who cont /aluation a matter of importance, and ther p tion tn 14 4 
ting L th. 1 K hee l (0 j cer themſclars / von the ſiunei 
of che Whore, leſt they be partakyr1 of her dengcamce. 
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THE TRANSLATOR 


To the Reader. 


S to ſetue Go p is the part 
of a Chriſtian , ſo howe to 
ſcrue Him aright is the part 
of awiſc Chriſtian to lcatne. 
I am decciued if this Booke 
doe not teach that, and there- 
tore cãnot recciue too much 
applauſe. This ſuperſtitious 
Age is linked in Marriage to Hereſie, who haue be. 
gotte manicimpious Intantes: I meane Bookes, both 
ridiculous and blaſphemous, written by SS c r A- 
s: but eſpeciallie by the Ro wc 1 s Uu Writers, 
The moſt grofle crrourcs, of whome this T & s a» 
11s t vntold-th, Thanke the Avrno nx for the 
Worke , Mec for the Tranſlation, and G O D for 
both. FAKEWELLs 


F heeretofore you haue done 
mee rhe honour to repute mee a 
man of def. rt,and haue bene de- 
! firous of my ſaluation, I deſire 
thit nove a ſo you woulde haue 
me in the luke eſtimation. To the 
end thereforc, that my alteration 
of Religion imprint in you no 
hard coceit of me. j haue the ught 
it hte to let downe the motiues 
and reaſons which hue induced me to this change: b« {- e- 
ching you to beletue ( and my G OD knowveth that | lic 
not) that I haue not had reg rde to any humane conſidera- 
tions; but on the contr:ric haue not he:rkened to the pro- 
mi es and promotions which the Kewane Church offered vn- 
to mee; and haue loſt the friendſhip of many perſonages. 
whome ncucrtheleſſe 1 will not leauc to loue and honours 
and you principa ly, Sir, whoſe vertue and good op nion I 
haue euer much eſteemed and defired. Theſe conſiderations 
infuſe a hope into me, that you will relliſh well my reaſons, 

which briefely and ſummarily I will here ſet downe, 
Giue me le iue then to tell you, Sir, that when I was the 
moltc zealouſly addicted to * Nane Religron, I had — 
n- 


(10) 

withſtanding this perſwaſion , that Religion is not ſubjed 
to men, howe great and learned ſoeuet they bee, but that 
they are ſubject to Religion, I alſo then helde Religion to 
bec the tule of Saluation, giuen by God to men: to which 
euetie man ought to bee ſubjected , it beeing not permit- 
ted to anie one to exempt himſelſe, or to change, or dimi- 
niſh it. And the:eupon enquitir g of ſome of the K 
Church ( whome I teputed the moſte learned) where this 
Rule was g'uen by God ? they anſwered, That it was con- 
tained in that Booke commonlie called the Bible: and that 
it was peculiar to this Booke onely to be ſtiled the Woo 
or G b. According to their information ( hauing firſt 
inuoke.! God for encreaſe of knowledge) I ſet my ſelſe to 
reade this Booke (to vit, the Bible)and hauing tead inten- 
tiuclie all the Goſpell, ] was much aſtoniſhed to finde al 
moſt nothing in it that had beene taught mee. I plainlie 

erccivel, chat it was not there commanded to inuoke the 
Riinges, nor to render anie ſe ruice to Images, not to ſacris 
fice Teſus Chriſt . nor to adore the Hoſtia, not to praye to 
GOD without vnderſtanding : Ialſo clearelie ſau e, that 
there was no mention made of Purgatorie , nor of Lent, 
nor of Maſſes, nor of Merites, nor of Monkes, nor of di- 
nerſe Orders of Religion, nor of the Primacie of the Ro- 
mane Church: In a worde, I founde fewe thinges there, 
which I thought to bee expreſſelie commaunded in the 
Worpr or Gop: nay, quitecontrarie, I found manic 
paſſages contradictorie to theſe thinges which in former 
time I had lcarned, 

Bceing in this Labyrinth , I thought the next waye to 
get out, was, to adqteſſe my ſelſe ro ſome of the greateſt 
Schollers of that Religion, and to implore their aide. Which 
I did, and recciued thisanſwere from them, That it was 
not for mee to teade the holie Scripture, and toenquire ate 
ter thinges which paſſed my capacitie. Alſo they tolde me, 
th't the Catholicke Roman Church had fo ordained, to 
which the holie Scripture ſendeth vs, ſaying , chat it is the 


pillar 


pillar and proppe of Veritie, 1. Tun. g. verſ, 15. Who beareth 
net the Church, ought to bee belde fir 4 Pagan and a Publicane, 
Math, 14. And iclus Chriſt ſaeth to vain Peter, I have 
prayed that, thy fauth faile thee we, Which maniſeſteth vnto 
vs , that the Komane Church, founded vpon Sainct Peter, 
cannot erte in Faith. 

Diſcourſing of th. ſe thinges with my ſelſe, I thus ſaide 
yato my ſelſe, I beleeuethar leſus Chriſt died for mee and 
that the promiſes contained in the WorD or GO b ap- 
pertaine to mee as well as to anie other of the Church. 
Wrertore then ſhould I not dare to looke into thoſe things 
which appertaine vnto mee? It I had bookes of loue, or 
fables, they would not take them from mee: and yet they 
will depriue mce of that Booke, which they themſ. lues at- 
firme to bee the Worp oF Gop. And it (as they ſayc) 
it bee not to bee read, but by the Learned, no man ſhoulde 
eue t tcade it, fince that no man ci be l:arned in it before he 
haue read it, I had thought that mien bad read the Scrip- 
ture to become ſearned in Pietie and to attaine to that hea- 
ue: le Wiſedome, which out- ſhineth all humane w iſdome, 
as much as the Sunne a candle. I alſo aſſure my ſelſe, that 
the Sc and Hare were a learned as anic now alive,and 
as conucrſant in the Scriptures as anie of the Romans 
Church: and yet wee finde, that Chriſt becing de maunded 
by His Diſcipl.s , Why the Sch and Pherſes vnderſtood 
Himnct - Hce anſwered , That to them was not giuen to 
knowe the ſectetes of the Kingdome of God, Vet the pa- 
piſtes would pe rſu ade vs, that a man may be leatne d in the 
Golſpell before hee reade it. Why doe they alledge to mee 
paſſages of Scripture, ſince they will not pet mitte mee to ſee 
whether they alledge them faithſullie or no? I would haue 
them to ſhe me the places which they cite, to proue the au- 
thoritie of the Romane Church. As for that paflage where 
the Church is called the pillar and the prop of Veritie,I find 
that there is no mention at all made of the Remane Church, 
no more than of the Griecks , or Syian, I maye adde allo, 

| B 2 that 


that there is no likelybood that the Diuine trueth ſhoulae 
be founded vpon men, it being more conuenient that men 
ſhoulde make che worde of God the it foundation, S. Paul 
by theſe words meaneth only that the Church is eſtabliſhed 
by God on the carth to maintaine and deſende the Trueth 
ag inſt Infidels and enenue of the Trueth : ſo that theſe 
words repreſent to the Church her duetie, and not her au- 
thotitie. So the Syrian Church, founded by leſus Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles, was a pill ar of veritic againſt the /ewes and . 

am, but this did not free it from errour. The ſame may al- 
1 haue happened to the Church of Rome. 

As concerning the paſſ ge, u hich ſauth, that he who hea- 
reth not the Church, ought to bee helde as a Pager and a 
Publicam he that readeth the precedents and ſubſequents, 
ſhall ſoone petceiue that theſe wordes ſerue not to prooue 
that the Romane Church, which they call Catholicke (that is 
to ſay, Vniuerſall) ſhould bee lu ige in deciding controuet- 
fies of Religiom Firſt, becauſe in that place the A urch 
is not named: Secondly, becauſe that there it is not ſpoken 
of controuerſics of Religion, but of a quarrel! berwcene 
two bre hren: Thirdly, it is euident, that the Catholicke or 
Vaiuerſill Church is not there meant; for to take vp a 
quarrel! betwcene tuo brethren, we ſhould in vaine expeR 
the judgement of the Church Vniuerſall. By the Church 
then in this place is meant the Paſtors and Conductors of 
ſome Church particular, endeuouring to appeaſe the ma- 
lice of particular men: and it is according to the precept 
of God in his worde, that he, who will not conſent ro what 
they (hall decree, bee pur in the ſame ranke with Pagans and 
Publicans. 

The third paſſage is that which moſt offendeth mer for 
this ſe-meth to mee to bee an harde conſequence ; I haue 
prayed that thy faith file nor, er: then the Roman Church 
cannot erte. By the reading of the whole paſſage it doeth 
appeare moſte manifeſt, that Chriſt ſpeakech not at all to 
the Church, nor of the Church, but that hee direReth his 
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ſpeech onelie to the perſon of Sint Peter, preparing him 
tor the temptation, into which hee was ſhortlic after to fall, 
that is, co denie his Sauiour, TESVS CHRIST promi- 
ſeth him by theſe wordes, that his faith (hall not faile him 
in this temptation, bur, that hee ſhoulde no ſooner fall, but 
that the hande oft G O D ſhould raiſe him vp againe. Se- 
condl ie, and if CHRIST ſhoulde there haut meant the 
Church of Re, is it pollible, that neither that place, nor 
anic other paſlage oft Scripcurc ſhoulde mention it? Third- 
lie, which more is, i our taith bee built vpon this ſuppo- 
ſition; to wit, that Saint J eter is the head of the © hurch vni- 
uerſall, and that hee hath made the Biſhop of & his ſuc- 
ceſſour, not onclie in the Biſhopricke of Nome, but alſo 
in the charge ot bee ing head of the Church: and that this 
charge hath tuccceded in a diredt line without variation of 
Doctrine, and without interruption of Succethon : If all 
this bee tive, I dem.inde howe the people (hall bee aſſured 
of it, fince that to knowe it, manic Hiſtories, and Authors 
ancient, and moderne, are to reade ; which arc written in a 
tongue which the people vnderſtandeth not? In this point 
alſo then I remaine vnſatisfied. 

I wult necdes contcflc to you alfo, that after I had 1-ar- 
ned that the Komane C hurch helde, that ( onſectation and 
ITtansſubſtantiation is not at all inthe Maſlc, vnlc le F vriett 
haue intention to conſecrare; I feared much I might at 
one time or other commit Idolatrie, knowing that oſten- 
times the brieſt hath his minde otherwiſe buſied, or docth 
not belecuc himſelte that which hee doeth , or is a derid-:r, 
or a profane man: from whence it nece ſſatilie followeth, 
that thoſe who adore that which the Prielt liſteth vp, adore 
bread, and call it their Creator, and the r God. I tell into 
this perplexitie by reading the Golpell, where I tounde the 
inſtitution of this Sacramentno waye to bee conſidered by 
the Papiltes. Firſt, for I tounde that in the Goſpel! all the 
alliſtantes did communicate: but in the Maſſe ordinarilie 
thePricſt alone eiteth · Secondly, likewiſe cucry one tecei- 
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ued both the ſpecies, Saint Pawl, 1, Corinth, 11. ſpeaking to 
che people, commandeth cuetie one ts prooxe bimſclfe, and to 
drinks of this cuppe: but in theſe dayes the cuppeis taken from 
the people. Thirdly,lefus Chri did not litt vp the Hoſtia, 
as doe the Pricſtes, Fourthlic, the Apoſtles did not adore 
the Hoſtia, as in theſe times the people doe, Fiftlie, in the 
whole inſtitution of this Sacrament there is no mention at 
all made of Sacrifice, neither is it commaunded, that Ieſus 
Chriſt bee ſacrificed for the liuing, and forthe dead. Sixt- 
lie, leſus Chriſt ſpake in a tongue which the people vndet- 
ſtoode. Seuentlilie, the Goſpel! ſaicth, that JES US 
CHRIST we Bread, and brokg it. Cleane contrarie, the 
Romane Church afhrmeth, that the Prieſt doeth not breake 
bread, but the accidẽts of bread,to wit. the colout & tound- 
neſſe of bread, &c. Eightlic , the Goſpell witneſfeth, that 
Jeſus Chriſt rooke bread , broke it, and gaue it. On the 
contrarie,the Remane Church holdeth, that the Prieſt giueth 
not bread, Ninthly, I finde alſo in SainG Matt, 26. verſe. 29, 
and in Saint Make 14. terſ 25. that Icſus dranke of the 
ſruite of the Vine, that is to ſay, Wine :it was then wine when 
Hee dranke it: for although tuo cuppes are mentioned, as 
appeareth by Sain& Lake, yet Saint e A atthewe and Saint 
Mate, ſpeaking only of the cuppe of the Sacrament,cãnot 
queſtionleſſe vnderſtand by the fruite of the Vine the wine 
of a cuppe,of which they ſpeake not. 10,1 alſo find in Sainct 
Pail, 1.Cormth, 10, worſe 16, and 11. verſ, 26, that wee eite 

and breake bread. But the Romane Church ſaieth, that wee 

neither eate nor breake bread. 11 It is apparent, that $, 

Pai expoundeth theſe wordes in forme of a Paraphraſe, 

in this manner, T he Bread ( ſaieth hee ) which wee breake, 

1 the (ommunim to the budie of CHRIST. But the Rem 

Church denicth all this, and ſaieth, that it is not bread, 

and that wee breake not bread, but the ſþreres , and appa- 

rances of bread : from whence it followcth, thar theſe ap» 

parances of bread ſhou de bee the Communion to the bo- 

die of Chriſt, 12 ] finde alſo in the Aces of the Apoſiles, 


that 


that the Diſciples aſſembled themſclues to break the bread, 
Chap. 2. verſ. 46, and Chap. 20, vaſe v. It woulde ſeeme a 
thing ridiculous to the Papiſtes , it one of their Religion, 

oing to receiue the verie bodie of Chriſt at Eaſter, ſhoulde 
aye, that hee goeth to breake bread. 13 I ſee that the Go. 
ſpell according to Sainct Laue, Chap. 22, And the Apoſtle 
Sainct Par, 1. (orinthiam, Chap. 11. informeth vs howe 
theſe wordes ¶ T my lacie] are to bee vnderſtood: for 
when they come to ſpeake of the cuppe, in ſteade of [ T his 
» my load ] they thus expound, This cuppe is the Newe Je- 
ſtament in my blood. The bread then is the bodie of our 
Sauiour , in like manner as that which is in the cuppe is 2 
Teitament, which is not in ſubſtance, but in a Sacrament, 
As alſo leſus Chriſt calleth ita Commemoration, And as 
ordinatilie in Scripture , Signes and Sacramentes take the 
names of that which they — 14 If che Cuppe bee 
the Teſtament in the blood of Chriſt, as ſaieth Sain& Lube, 
it is not then the verie blood of Chriſt : forit were abſurde 
to ſaye, that the blood of CHRIST is ia the blood of 
CHRIST, 

I will further conſeſſe vnto you, that when I was at the 
height of my ignorance , this manner of ſpeaking (as to 
liſt God, to carric God , and by the mouth to teceiue the 
Creator) ſeemed to mee harſhe, and groſle, Alſo, I coulde 
not heare without gricfe, ſome of the Reformed Religion, 
to vp-braid vs with our Prieſtes making God, and that they 
ſolde God for a little money in priuate Maſſes, and that if 
Teſus Chriſt bee in the Hoſtia, hee who ſtealeth awaye the 
Hoſtia, muſt neceſſarily ſteale awaye leſus Chriſt. They alſo 
in way of mockage tol de vs, that our greateſt Doctors helde 
that the bodie of Chriſt might bee carried awaye by Mice, 
which would make anie mans haireto ſtand an- ende, that 
hath in a deare eſteeme the honour of Teius Chriſt , our 
bleſſed Sauiour, the Eternall Sonne of God, Morcourr, to 
aſſitme that Chriſtes bodie is in ſo manie places, and that it 
is in cucric ctumme of the bread , is not agreeable to the 
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Goſpell, which giueth Him a bodie like to ours, that Hee | 
might bee our brother. Ihey who alledge that His bodie is 
now glorihed,doe not conſider, that when He made this ſa- 
criment His bodie was yet infirme, and not glorified, Fur- 
ther, His glurification hath not changed His humane na- 
ture. but hath only taken away the infirmiries of it. 

There is alſo another inconuenience in the Rou At 
Church , which draue ince trom it, which 15, that whereas 
Saint Paul in the 10. Chapter to the Heorewes (aith, that wee 
ate ſanct . ſied onelic by the death of leſus Chriſt; the K 
Pricſtes ſaye, that the Maſle is the ſame Sacritice with that 
of the Croſſe, and that they ſactitice IESVS CHRIST 
reallie and truclic tor our redemption, Which I vttet lie diſ- 
like: for whercas at fitſt the Rowmrſhe Prieſtes taught mee, 
that the death of TESVS CHRIST was the onclie 
price of our redemption : nove they giue mee for the 
price of my redemption the ſacrifice of the Maſle , whith 
notwithſtanding is not te death ot TESVS CHRIST, 
It cannot bee ſaide, that the Maſſe is the continuition of 
the ſactiſice of the Croſle: for then it ſhoulde bee the contie 
nuation of the death of Chriſt , and ſo Chrilt ſhoulde die 
continuallie. To conclude, they who afhrme , that the 
Maſſe is the ſacrifice of Icſus Chriſt, ſaye witha'l, that it is 
the application and commemoration of the {acritice of 
Chriſt on the Croſlc: from u hence this conſequence maye 
bee deriued, that it is not the ſacrifice of Icfus Chriſt : for 
as the application of a plaiſter, is not a plaiſtertor as the ap- 
plication of a medicine, or a rule, is neichet a medicine, nor 
a rule: ſo the application of the ſacrifice of I: ſus Chriſt is 
not the ſacrifice of leſus Chriſt, And the ſame may alio be 
ſaide of commemoration, 

Purgatorie is another cauſe of my ſeparation from the 
Ron, be Church, I lcatned at laſt that the Popiſhe Purg to- 
rie u as built vpon this tenent; to wit. that leſus Chrilt by 
His death and ſuftering hath ſi isfhied for the puniſiment of 
lins beſore Baptiſme. but tha: He hath not ſati>fied tor the 

puniſhment 


puniſhment of ſinnes committed after Baptiſine. I was ve- 
ric inquiſitiue after this doctrine, as judging it to bee a 
poinct moſt behooffull of all for a Chriſtian to vnderſtand, 
fince that itexplaineth vnto vs what Chriſt hath done for 
vs. But though with all diligence I read the Scriptures, yet 
coulde I not finde there ame mention at all made of Purga- 
torie: I then grewe bolder and thus queſtioned ſome of the 
Romiſbe Religion, Hath not Ieſus Chriſt payed enough to 
deliuer vs from Purgatorie? and if hee haue payed enough, 
why doeth not God accept, and take this payment for as 
much as it is worth ? 2 And ſince that Chriſt maketh in- 
terceſſion for vs in Heauen, why ſhoulde not the ſoules bee 
rather quit of Purgutorie by His interceſſion, than by the 
Indulgences of the Pope? 3 And if (as the Papiſtes hold) 
none of the faithfull , who ſhall liue at the daye of Iudge- 
ment, ſhall goe ro Purgacorie, why cannot God as well ex- 
empt vs, without violating his Juſtice ? 4 It is true, that 
nothing de filed ſhall enter into Paradiſe : but Sainct Ion in 
his firſt Epiſtle and firſt Chapter ſaith, that the blood of Ie- 
ſus Chriſt doeth cleanſe vs from all finne. 5 The Remane 
Church alſo holdeth. that in Purgatorie ſinnes are not pur- 
ed away, but puniſhed: it may, therefore, more ſitly bee 
filed a Tormentarie, than a Purgatorie, The ordrus and 
blots of our ſoules are not puniſhmentes , or paines , but 
finnes , of which Icſus Chriſt doeth cleanſe vs, 6 It is ne- 
ceſſarie, that the ſatis faction of our Sauiour be applied ynto 
vs ; but it is God, that mult preſcribe the meanes howe to 
applie it. for to vs it is not permitted to invent them. More- 
ouer, the meanes applied to a thing — to bee contrarie 
to the thing there being no medicine which is applied with 
poy ſon. In like manner, the way to applie vnto our ſelues 
the remiſſion of our debtes by leſus Chriſt, is not ro make 
vs paye them. Ihe meanes to applie to our ſelues His grace 
and mercie, is not in tormenting vs in a fire. Truclie , the 
holie Scripture produceth vs examples of perſons recei- 
ued into Paradiſe, and entred into peace and glorie, incon- 
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tinently after cheir death, as the thiefe , Luke 2. 29, Saint 
Paul, 2. Tim. 4. J. and Eſay. 57, verſ. 1. and 2, eApocal, 14. 
verſ, 13, But wee finde no example of anie man ſent to Pure 
gatorie. 8 The onely light, which hath direSed vs to finde 
out the .rrour of this Purgatorie, is Experience, which ſhe- 
weth vs, that it is a thing meerelieinuented for gaine : for 
no man ſeeth particular Maſſes, but for thoſe that giue mo- 
ney : poore men mult content themſclues with genera!l 
Prayers, in which the rich haue alſo a part, The Mendicant 
Friers neuer goe to the funcrall of a poore man: and yet his 
ſoule hath colt as much, and is no leſſe precious in the eye 
of God, than an Emperours, The letters of Indulgence , 
and perſonal! diſpenſation, which the Pope granteth is not 
but for perſons of qualitie. 

Another thing alſo much moued mee: to wit, that a man 
cannot bee aſſured of his ſaluation : which made mee thus 
to teaſon with my ſelfe , Shall I anic long-r remaine in 2 
Religion, which (aftcr I haue made an hurde of merits and 
CatistaRions; naye, haue bought the ſatisfaRionsof others) 
cannot aſſure mee, after all this, whether I bee the childe of 
G O D. or of the Diuell F What Religion can this bee, 
which teacheth ſuch diſtruſt > On the contrarie, through 
the whole Scripture, G O D exhorteth vs to truſt in Him, 
& to come to Him with a full certaintic of Faith, Heb.1o. 22, 
and biddeth vs with boldneſſc to truſt in Him, with a liuc lie 
faith in Teſus Chriſt, Epheſ. 3. 12. 

Conſider alſo, Sir, with mee, that the commandements 
of the Ramane Church are much more honoured and ob- 
ſerued, than the Commaundementes of GOD, 1 Be- 
cauſe it is there taught, That the Kamare Church authotiſeth 
the holie Scriptures; that is to ſaye, That the ordinances of 
men authoriſe the Comman lementes of GOD. 2 To 
eat fleſh vpon a Good-friday is a greater ſinne than to com- 
mit murther or adulteric; yet is this the friday. on which or- 
dinarilic Chriſt did eate the Paſchal! Lambe, 3 To blaſ- 
pheme the Name of GOD in this worlde, is a ſma'l of- 
fence 


(19) 
fence, but to ſpeałe ill of the Pope (eſpeciallic in ie and 
Fpae) is an vapardonable and a burnable offence. 4 The 
eve haue a Religion, who afhrme Chriſt to be a couſner: 
but to ſay, that there is no other Purgatorie but the blood 
of leſus Chrilt , is a crime that de ſetueth the Inquiſition, 
5 Euerie Biſhop of Frawnce may giue abſolution tor ſaultes 
committed againſt the Law of GO D, but cannot abſolue 
men of ſinnes committed againſt the Pope, and his Sea. 
Alſo in the Kemane Church, they teach thinges abſolutelie 
contrarie to the word of GO Din His Goſpell. 160 
ſaiech, Exod. 20. T hou ſbalt nat make the libeneſſe of things Which 
ave in, the Heavens, or tile Earth , T bon ſhalt nat boWwe downe 
befare them, &c. But in the Romane Church they paint the 
Trinitie, and kneele before the Images of Sain&s. 2 GOD 
ſaieth in His Lawe, Se des ſhilt then labour, &c, The 
Pope ſaieth, thou ſhalt not labour ſixe dayes, but ſhalt ob- 
ſeruc the Feaſtes of euerie weeke, 3 G0 D ſaieth by His 
Apoſtle, i. Im g. verſ.. & 4. that a Biſhop ſhould be a busbandof 
one W ft onely, and that, hrs children (bould bee ſubjef? vnt y him in 
al reverence. But the Remane Church willeth, that a Biſhop 
haue neither wife nor children. 4 GO D commaundeth 
by His Apoſtle, . Corinth. chap. 10, that When Wee are in- 
ted to the bouſes of Infideler, wie ſhanld eate of all that. Which is ſer 
he ſore vs, ri hout making ane ſeruple, On the contrarie, the 
Romane Cl urch commandeth thee , when thou art inuited 
into the houſes of H:rctiques, not to eate of all that which 
is ſet before thee, in Lent & on Good-friday,&c. 5 GOD 
ſaieth by His Apoſile, . Cormth, chap. 14. that it is better to 
ſpeake fue wordes in the Church in a tongue vnderſtood of 
the people, than tenne thouſand in an vaknowne tongue. 
On the contratie, the Remane Church ſerueth GOD in 
an ynknowne tongue. Neither doeth ſhe onelie erre in this 
poinct. but in manic others alſo. But it may be Sit. you think 
that the Multitude warrandeth a Religion.] find, that leſus 
Chriſt Mar 7.13, would that we enter in by the ſtrait doore, 
ſaying, That the way is large through which the Multitude 
paſſeth 
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"Shi Th nes and wir, I mit ere &th my Sa+ 
1 ufout, I hat an aduſrerons — — — 
ö the 13. Chap. of S. wk; he ſaith, that falſe a0 


come, making ſignes, and miracles to ſ:duce, If you ſeeks 
to convince me with the chaire of the Pope, I anſwere you, 
That the Phaſes objected to Chriſt the chaire of eAfo- 
fer, and their ſucceſhion , and yet wete the enemies of leſus 
Chriſt. Alſo, Ieſus Chriſt ſenderh vs not to Chaires, but to 
His word, ſayingin the 10. Chap. of S. Ihen, That his 

heare his yoyce, and follow him: And in the 8. Chap. hee 
ſaith, If yee perſcuer in my word, yee ſhall be truely my Diſ- 
ciples. Moreouer, at this daye the Syrian and ric hy Chur- 
ches,more ancient than the Re vaunt of the like ſucceſ- 
fion, and condemne the R Church. 

If you replic, that in the worde of God there ate diffi- 
cu ties, and obſcure paſlages , I anſere, That I make 
ſelfe in ſuch thinges neither ludge nor Interpretor: but this 
I] am fure that I vnderſtand enough in theScriprure to laue 
me: And I affure you, that ſince I turned to the true Reli- 
gion of leſus Chriſt, I haue learned more in two monethes, 
than I did in all my life before: I haue learned ſince to be- 
leeue no longer by another mans faith. The cõſideration of 
theſe odious errours maketh mer exhort you. as you tender 

r ſaluation. to thinke of theſe thing, & to deliuer your 

from this captiuitie: to the ende that you may glori- 

fe God on the Earth, if you deſire to bee i loriſied in Hean 
nen. I beſeech God that you may bee, Sir, and reſt. 


Ta humble friend and ſeruant, 


Dieren. 
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